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Ianuary 2020 marks the third year of the massive

Uundertaking to save the Indian River Lagoon (IRL), and
progress is gradually and steadily being made' Restoration of
this magnitude is a marathon - 50 years of pollution cannot

be removed in a matter of months. But with the community's
commitment and persistence, our waterways can be brought
back to health.

In November 201"6, citizens of Brevard County

took botd steps unlike no other Florida
community. Voters overwhelmingly said

YES to establish the Save Our Indian .r
River Lagoon Trust Fund with a

half-cent sales tax to heal our
lagoon. Currently the fund
has collected more than $125 ,
million, nearly a fourth
of which is contributed
by tourists. over the 10-

year life of the project, it \
is expected to raise more
than $400 million. That's
a lot of money, but the
overall funding needed to
address 50 years of pollution
is estimated at $4 to 5 billion
for the entire length of the IRL.

Approximately half of the
funding involves reducing excess

nutrients that flow and seep into the
Iagoon and cause algae overgrowth. The

funding includes converting old septic systems

to sewage treatment or upgrading wastewater and septic

systems to more efflcient and modern systems. The county
and cities have begun removing and upgrading outdated

septic systems in Rockledge, Melbourne, Sykes Creek and

Merritt Island.

To further red.uce pollution reaching the IRL, dozens of
stormwater discharges are being retrofitted with a variety of
aboveground and underground treatments. "Denitrification"
systems and "baffle boxes" are being installed in multiple
locations from Titusville to Melbourne. Baffle boxes trap

debris, trash, and other pollutants from stormwater that
flows off streets into storm drains after heavy rains, keeping

that debris from flowing into the lagoon.
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Another third of the money goes to removing decades of
pollution that created milIions of cubic yards of muck on

the bottom of the lagoon. Dredging out the muck restores

the natural bottom and helps bring back sea grasses and

fish habitat. Major muck projects in Turkey Creek and Mims

are complete, and others are underway in Grand Canal and

Cocoa Beach. Projects in Sykes Creek, Indian Harbor Beach,

near Titusville and along the Eau Gallie Causeway are

in design, permitting or bidding phases.

The remaining dollars go to restoring
natural filtration, measuring

success and resPonding
to new information and

opportunities. Because

oysters fiIter uP to 50

gallons of water a daY,

oyster bed construction
is happening in manY
areas of the lagoon.
These new reefs are
being seeded with
Iive oysters grown bY

more than 1,300 citizen
scientists who are raising

baby oysters under their
docks. In addition, native

plant shorelines are being
re-established in the Banana

River, Cocoa Beach, Marina Isles

and PaIm Bay.

How was the PIan develoPed? Brevard

County assembled a team of expert scientists

to create a comprehensive plan to reduce and remove

pollutants, restore natural fiIters (oysters, mangroves) and

respond to new technologies and approaches over the 10

years of funding. Local cities and communities submit

projects for matching funds, with the quickest and most

iost-effective given priority. A Citizen Oversight Committee

reviews each project to approve or deny it before the County

Commission gives final aPProval.

These projects, plus your active choice to engage in

individual lagoon-friendly lifestyles, can help the IRL return

to vibrancy, beautY and health.

For more information, www.HelpThelagoon.org' E


